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Conclusions 

• Knowledge of the Thai language is necessary to comprehensively identify Thai trials. 

• Institutions should collaborate to produce one highly searchable, accessible Thai biomedical database. 

•Dissemination of Thai  trials is poor in commonly used databases. 

•All the 781 trials found are to be forwarded to the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials database. 

 

Background 

Thailand is a poor but highly literate country of over 60 million people in South-East Asia. Much biomedical 

research is undertaken but dissemination is limited. To our knowledge, there are no surveys of Thai databases or 

research activities in Thailand. 

 

Aim 

To identify relevant Thai bibliographic databases 

and investigate accessibility, functionality and 

content particularly in relation to randomised 

trials. 

Methods 

• Using PubMed and WHO Medical School 

Directory Thai medical databases were identified 

and were, if possible, systematically searched.  

• All reports of randomised trials were identified by 

both Thai and English words specific for each 

database combined with the ‘OR’ operator and 

then uploaded into Endnote X2.  

•i.e.  [randomized] or [randomised] or [double-blind] 

or [สุ่ม] 

• Reports of trials were selected using the criteria 

outlined in the training manuals for handsearchers 

by the US Cochrane Centre ¹. 

•Reports of all eligible trials found in this way were 

sought in PubMed. 

•Focusing on mental health trials- reports of all 

eligible trials found in this way were sought in 

PsycINFO, EMBASE and MEDLINE. 

 

 
Results  

• 32 different databases were identified 

• 29 of the 32  databases were accessible outside of Thailand 

• Coverage, overlap and functionality vary between databases. 

• 16 databases contained unique records of randomised trials (total n=781). 

• 209 of 781 trials were accessible on PubMed (27%).  

•4 of 30 mental health trials were accessible in either PsycINFO, EMBASE and MEDLINE (13.3%) 
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